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Fig. 6, 7a-d- Marthasterites spineus n. sp. 6) Schematized drawing, magnification app. x 3000. 
7 a-d) Different specimen in axial view and in side view. Holotype from Prep. b) Holo
type from Prep. Ash 63/a at higher focus. c) Holotype from Prep. Ash 63/a at lower focus. 

Description: 

An ortholithic nannofossil cons1stmg of a pair of triradiate stars, which are united at their 
centre and shifted by 60 degrees to give the appearance of a regular sixradiate star with arms 
alternating at different focus. The arms wear spines directed towards each other at about the 
middle of their free length. 

Remarks: 

A species of Marthasterites, which in its general appearance is similar to M. reginus, from 
which it differs however by the following features: 
a) The spine-like bifurcation of the six free arms is not at their ends, but at about half of their 
free length and not very regular. Their is mostly only one spine, sometimes there are two. 
b) the curving of the arms is very slight, the coiling is reversed as compared to M. reginus. 
c) the ornamentation of the central field consists of three ridges, which are uniting at the 
centre enclosing angles of 120 degrees. These ridges are in the same direction as the arms 
and not shifted 60 degrees as in M. reginus. 
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Type level:. 

Paleocene. 

Type locality: 

Ash El-Mellaha range, Western Red Sea Coast, Egypt (Esna shale). 

Depository: 

ELM! laboratory, Geological Survey of Austria, Vienna. Holotype: Prep. Ash/63/A. 

Author: 

Shafik S. and Stradner H., 1971, p. 93, text-figs. 6, 7a-d. 

Reference: 

Nannofossils from the Eastern Desert, Egypt. Jb. Geol. B.A., vol. 17, pp. 69-104, SO pis., 

7 text-figs. 
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